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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently amended) An asynchronous transfer mode method of transmitting digital 

signals in which terminals (16, 18) send to tfee-a_same station (20) , calls are transmitted by cells 
( 4 0, 4 2, 44 , 4 6) , said terminals send successively in separate periods (60, 62, 6 4 , 66; 70, 72, 7 4 ) , 
and each cell is assigned at least two orthogonal codes (CI, C2, C3, C 4 ) , characterized in that 
said method comprises the step of selecting , each time a terminal sends, as a function of a 
particular power level, at least one variable selected from the group consisting of the duration of 
the period during which each terminal sendsi.^id/eF-the number of codes assigned to each 
terminal; and/ef the number of symbols assigned to a particular code in a terminal ^ can b e 
s e l e ct e d on e ach s e nding as a function of a particular pow e r l e v e l (80) . 

2. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1, characterized in that a guard 
interval (52, 5 4 ; 56, 58) is provided between the end of sending by one terminal and the start of 
the next sending by another terminal. 

3. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1, characterized in that if a terminal 
sends during a given time period-(70), that period is uninterrupted. 

4. (Currently amended) The use-ef the-method according to claim 1^4n-a 
tel e communication syst e m in which wherein the terminals (16, 18) communicate with the station 
(30) via a satellite , for e xampl e a non g e osynchronous satellit e. 
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5. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 4, characterized in that the duration 
of the period of sending by each terminal Js and/or th e numb e r of cod e s assign e d to that t e rminal 
«=e chosen as a function of its position relative to the station-(30). 

6. (New) The method according to claim 4, characterized in that the number of codes 
assigned to each terminal is chosen as a function of its position relative to the station. 

7. (New) The method according to claim 4, wherein the satellite is a non-geosynchronous 
satellite. 
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